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1. On 6 July 1948, a meeting of the Austrian Commmnist Purty Central Com-
mittee was also attended by CP leaders of Bezirk and landesleitung lewel.
The rieeting was called in order to detormims uhether the Party should

a) favor Tito;
b) adhere to the Cominform line, or

¢) romain poutral in its irmediats future policy regarding the v
Yupgosiav Corrmnist Partyv. ' ' ]

2. At ths request of Friedl Firmberg, tho third altormative o) was lrmedi=-
‘ately climinatod, Flymberg spoke im favor of folloving the Ceminform
policy, denowncing Tito as a "traitor” to Corrmnian, He alse requested
thnt the Austrian CP rnintain strict discirline within its ranks and
atated that democracy and free speech rmst be retained in the Party.
Flirnhorsy stated that Tito nisht poesibly offor Yo make a settlement con-
cerning the pending territorial quection betwsen Yugoslawia and Austrie
on his own indtistive, bt that the Austrian CP mst reject such am oi-
fer boeanse it wonuld be nothing nore than "poisconed baid¥.

3. Braunsteiner (fm), Austrian Comrunist representative at the recent Varsaw

' Conforence, stated that the foroisn ministers there hud digeussed the
nerits of an economic and cultural nnion of all the eusterm bloe countwies.
He made'no mention of a politieal union., Brauncteiner sdded that an ecow
nomie and enltural union wold bring out the beght in all thase countwias,
Karl Frane Steinhardt, member of the CP Coumtral Cormittes, replied that
guch a union night be good for Slavic countries, mit would be unsuitable
for Aungtriz bocause of the latteris westorn culture.

bo A peneral discission followed, vhich ms devoid of any denuncilations om
recrininations by olther side, Struns support wmz volced for Tite on purely
nationalist grourds, and geveral rembers romariked that Titc is not a saif-
inportant orotist ut an idealistic mationalist who mbs the wlfare of his
own nation befors all elss.
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4 Dr, Iudulg Soswinskl deseribed the Party?s finaneisl status and com~
pared Austrian CP fimances unfaverably with those of eastorn parties,
He reforred srecifieally to the Folish CP, vhich, he said, had funds
totalling more than 100,000,000 zloty. He pointed out that the
Augtrian CP has aboub 300,000 schillinge, ut remarksd that USIA
£ims bave promised to donate 1,200,000 schillings within the next
fou monthg, The Farty is now establishing strike and so-called -
"agif-defonge™ funds, Source believes that little of this money is
to e used for the purchase of weapons,

G, The meeting erdsd without yutting the quection of policy to a vote.

. It was suggasted that this vote be taken at a fulturs meeting whsn a
more unanimous decision” eould be reached., It is roported that
about: pixty rercent of those pressnt were yro-Tito; the remsinder
favored the Cominform. Moat of the Party leaders were in the latter
group, and the rank and £ile wers in the majority.

Ta Following the recting, Filrnberg and sovoral other Central Committee
menberg ronaired to a private room vhers fouyr Ruscisng in civilian
clothes were waiting, Mirnborp reported to the Russians that no vote
tad boen taken.

25X1A s The meoting Jdeseribed above took place after the
mblicatﬁdn of the Party's official stand in favor of the Cuninform.)
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